If one contrasts the meetinghouse with St. Paul's Lutheran Church one mile to the southwest and built only a year later (1826), it is clear that a more elaborate church was possible.
3 At St. Paul's the plans were generated by John Henry Hopkins from an English pattern book, and included such early Gothic Revival ornament as battlements and a square bell-tower. The Mennonite meetinghouse, on the other hand, is a simple stone and brick, gable-roofed building with tiered benches for the congregants. It has no need of battlements or stained glass windows. Instead, the meetinghouse reflects one of the basic tenets of the Mennonite faith: the simple life is better. Adherents believe that a church does not need a soaring tower to proclaim Christ's presence; it simply needs a sturdy roof and a dignified pulpit. Mennonites in the 19th century generally chose to live in rural areas since farming was their primary skill, but also because life away from the industrializing cities was simpler. While there are subtle touches of ornament in the meetinghouse, such as the diamond panes in the transoms and the chevron pattern on the doors, it merely reinforces that the builders were capable of more elaborate embellishment if they had been asked to do so by their clients. Thaw. The large main house, which was my home for more than 20 years, was built in the 1890s or early 1900s. I recall a story I heard as a child about a visit of Andrew Carnegie to Elmhurst. He slept in a guest room on the second floor (which was the room one of my brothers and I occupied years later). After he left, someone discovered that a fine mechanical clock was missing from the room. Although all agreed that "Mr. Carnegie" would not have taken the clock, it could not be found and was an unsolved mystery. Several months later, when the house was being prepared to be closed for the winter, someone discovered a rolled up shirt on a shelf in the walk-in closest in the bathroom adjacent to the guest room. The shirt was wrapped around the missing clock (presumably to reduce the sound of the clock), and embroidered on one of the cuffs of the shirt were the initials "A C." I cannot be certain that the story is accurate, but, if it is, then Mr. Carnegie did return to Cresson after he left in 1886. The History Center Affiliates Program, HCAP, is a membership-based network that allows local and regional historical societies and museums access to museum professionals and best practice standards through the Senator John Heinz History Center.
To find out more about HCAP or to apply for membership for your organization, please contact Robert O. Stakeley, Educator, at rostakeley@heinzhistorycenter.org or 412-454-6359.
Spotlight on
Take an online tour of the LeMoyne House at www.wchspa.org
Washington County Historical Society and the LeMoyne House

